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Bumble Bees 
Last year, we had a student of 
Environmental Management doing a 
thesis on habitat preferences of 
bumble bees in urban allotments.  
She visited our site a number of 
times and found the greatest 
diversity of bumble bee species in 
particular areas of our site.  Great 
news!  You can read her fuller 
summary and Ian’s shorter one 
attached.  But the cut and thrust of 
nurturing bumble bees is a diversity 
of flowering plants, wild flowers 
and grasses with overlapping 
blooming times, no chemicals and 
places for them to overwinter 
undisturbed.  So it is sometimes 
positive to leave those dandelions 
and white clover to flower!    

 

Wildlife Group update  
 

We’ve had 2 great days (in 
February and March) making a 
wildlife hedge alongside the fence 
by the road.  We planted lots of 
hedgerow trees and whips – 
spindle, rowan, cob nut, pear, 
cherry, rose, hornbeam, 
honeysuckle, blackthorn etc. 
(Thanks to BTCV Croydon and 
London Wildlife Trust at Marsden 
Road for supplying these.) There 
are lots there now so it’ll be 
fascinating to see them grow. Too 
late in the year to do more hedge-
laying with the existing small 
trees so all done there for this 
season.  In the future though, we 
can extend the hedge, do more 
hedge-laying and perhaps set up 
a tree nursery of our own. 
 
We had a very useful meeting 
back in December to discuss 
ideas for the future, eg a butterfly 
garden, a survey of site ponds 
and their maintenance, possibly a 
new pond, development of the 

orchard meadow area, nature 
trails from the wildlife area, 
general wildlife survey of whole 
site and more bat boxes. 
 
We will be working on the 
orchard/meadow on Sat 8 May  
from 2 pm  clearing brambles and 
sowing wildflower seeds.  Please 
come along if you are interested 
in helping.   
Paul and James 
paul@shrubshall6012.freeserve.co.uk 
tel: 07837 607 267 
 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 
Sat 24 April 
Skip and Spring Clean! 
 
Sunday 1 May and 12 June 9.30 am 
Plot Inspection 
 
Sunday 9 May 9 am 
Committee meeting 
 
Sun 13 June 
1st Open Day 
We decided it would be great to have 
two this year – one early season and 
one later.  It is also a good 
opportunity to open the waiting list 
again when people who are interested 
can sign up personally .  Notices will go 
up on the noticeboard and on the website. 
If you can help on the day or make 
cakes/savouries, please contact Lucia on 
lucia@belfrybat.fsnet.co.uk 
 
Sunday 19 September 
2nd Open Day 
 
Thursday 30 September  
AGM at the Ackroyd Centre 


